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It almost feels like every third shop is empty on the main 
street, but this is a great opportunity for businesses to 
relocate or even for new ones to appear..   If you have always 
wanted to start your own business - why not get some 
professional advice and give it a go! Especially if its new, 
different and exciting! And don’t forget, we can help with 
promotion and branding with our team of experts...
Enjoy the Autumn weather & remember to “Shop Oamaru”, 
regards The Telegram.

Phone 434 9651Phone 434 9651

THE GARAGE 
DOOR CENTRE 

Call Brian on 0274 335 299 or 434 8476 

                     

YES we Sell Garage Door Systems – Free Quote 

YES we repair Garage Doors YES we repair Garage Doors 

 Email:  john@vansmirrenaccounting.co.nz

MOBILE ACCOUNTANT

VAN SMIRREN ACCOUNTING  

Tax Services,  Accounting Services, Business Consults

Contact John
for a FREE

Quote 
  Ph. 03 432 4283 or 027 431 2773

Phone 027 434 1010 | 03 434 1440 
De Geest yard, 3 Main North Rd OAMARU 

RYCOLE JOINERY
From the heart of our workshop 

to the heart of your home

44 Homestead Road, Oamaru
P 434 5012  I  M 027 276 2866

KITCHENS

Ph. 027 737 8423 or A/H 434 5534
spicnspan.oamaru

Let our team help you keep those

New Year cleaning resolutions 

on track. 

100% Oamaru owned

FREE no obligation 

quotes available

 

 

 

EVENT MANAGEMENT

BUSINESS MARKETING

28 Years Experience

www.thebigo.co.nz



. .IPD   
SERVICES
GARDEN

Grass Mowing & 
Gardening Round

NEW TO 
OAMARU!

monthly, fortnightly & weekly jobs
Ask about
our special
promotions

Call Erik 027 532 9677 

Walk
your

DOG

Ph. 434 8484  -  16 Ouse Street  

K’s Place
for Clothing

LAST OF THE SUMMER BARGAINS

Quality pre-loved clothing
CHECK US OUT

It costs less to look your best.

Awamoa Rd
ON NOW!

All very welcome!

Central Coast Country
 

March 10th - 1 pm START 
St Joseph’s School Hall, Usk St

Members a plate,
Non members $4, all very Welcome

Music Assn. Inc.

Autumn begins: The wonderful warm 
ripening season - long shadows, low sun 
in Cornflower blue skies. ( At this mellow 
time of the year, the poet in me emerges!!) 
I am still cutting back plants that looked 
stunning through Summer, but are now 
just tired and straggly like most cottage 
plants - bush Lavatera, Mignonette, 
Lavender tops and Geraniums - they will 

all leaf up again to go through the Winter.
Seed collecting: There are so many ready now. Dianthus, 
Delphinium, annual Lavatera, Salvias, Hollyhock, Sweet Peas - 
plus many more. I plant a few now but save most to sow in 
early Spring.
 It's the perfect planting time for Trees, Shrubs, Spring 
bulbs, Perennials and Annuals. As I have mentioned before, 
buying  punnets of Annual and Perennial seedling now to pot 
on into individual pots and nurse over Winter, will give you a 
head start for early planting and flowering. Some will bud up 
and flower - others will grow strong roots through Winter and 
flower when the ground warms in Spring. Try this with 
Polyantha, Iceland Poppy, Lupin, Primula, Wallflower, Stock, 
Snapdragon - and if Sweet Peas are planted in late Autumn, 
they will pop up and sit through Winter to flower in August.
 This month is said to be the best time to plant Conifers.  
There are such a lot of different types, I consider Conifers 
contribute to the bones of a garden. Tall narrow Conifers 
planted in groups give larger gardens a vertical push and 
formality. Labels need to be read carefully - they give the 
height and width for the first ten years. After that they do keep 
growing and should be removed if they start to look untidy - 
most ornamental and ground cover Conifers look wonderful for 
years and years. A website with a comprehensive selection is 
ttp://www.conifers.co.nz  - a good contact for those who like to 
Bonsai.
 It's difficult to think about Spring when Autumn has just 
begun, but if you want that beautiful Spring splendour in your 
garden after the chill of Winter, it is now that most Spring bulbs 
are on offer - all that beauty sleeping in bags waiting to be 
planted.  Daffodils along a roadside fence line, grouped in a 
vacant paddock, under deciduous trees with Bluebells - best of 
all they can be forgotten about and happily multiply year after 
year. Tulips are planted last in the month of May.  
 Compost:This is an excellent time to start building a new 
compost heap and get it heating up before Winter. 
http://freshorganicgardening.com/learn-to-build-a-compost-
pile/. The heating process stops during the coldest months, so 
get one started now when leaves are falling and lawns still need 
mowing. Hen manure becomes too hot for heaps during other 
months but ok to add now. If you have no time or space for 
making compost, ring Gregg, 0272293215 for a delivery of 
ready made from our local meat works, which is wonderful for 
feeding plants and supressing weeds.
Lawns. Autumn is said to be the best time to sow a new lawn, 
because perennial weed growth is slowing and the ground still 
warm with dew adding moisture - grass seed will be up in no 
time.  Water your new lawn early in the morning instead of 
during the day, between 6am and 10am. This will ensure that 
the moisture actually gets down into the soil and to grass roots 
before the sun's evaporation. Mature lawns may need aeration 
with a fork or a push along spikier, or if a lawn is choked with 
thatch, then hiring a detaching machine will solve that problem.
Vegetables: That last rain did not make a difference to dry 
gardens, so watering is important now for all new plantings. 
Keep planting in rotation - leaf veg where root veg has been 
and it is a good time to sow Root plants like  Beetroot , Carrots 
and Parsnips - also Chives, Leek, Onions, Shallots, Spring 
Onions and Asparagus. When Potatoes are dug, they need to be 
kept in the dark or they will go green. When storing there are 
products which will inhibit sprouting, but many gardeners 
avoid chemicals near food so I will once again mention a 
natural alternative with you. Layer the stored potatoes with 
sprigs of Rosemary, Sage and Lavender. The essential oils 



OAMARU + PHARMACY

171 Thames St, Oamaru 
www.pharmacy-nz.com

Ph. 03 434 8741

OAMARU PHARMACY  +

OPEN 7 
days a week

Monday-Friday 
8am-6pm
Saturday 9.30-5pm
Sunday 10:30 - 4:30pm

given off by these Herbs not only inhibit sprouting, they will also 
help to keep the tubers free from bacterial soft rots. 
Fruit: Apples, Quince, Plums, Walnuts and late Peaches - so 
much at once! the birds must be overjoyed by their feasting and 
the rats / mice will be munching Sunflower seeds and waiting 
patiently for Walnuts to ripen - I am sure they are pleased with the 
work we have put in to feed them!
Cheers, Linda

‘Check out our catalogue 
for more specials’

Let's talk about Nutralife Kyolic®
Garlic is one of the most widely used herbs in the world, 
with its use dating back to ancient times and recorded in the 
medical systems and writings of Ancient Greece, Egypt, 
Rome, Ayurveda and Traditional Chinese Medicine. Its bug-
killing antimicrobial effects have been documented since  
Victorian times, and it is used in the cuisine of cultures 
around the world. 
What is Kyolic® Aged Garlic Extract
This high potency, extensively researched cardiovascular 
support formula is made from organically-grown garlic. 
This unique product may help maintain normal blood 
pressure and healthy cholesterol levels in healthy individuals 
and supports immunity.
What is the difference between Kyolic®  Aged Garlic 
Extract™ and standard garlic?
Kyolic® Aged Garlic Extract™, is  sourced from 
organically grown garlic; and then aged for up to 20 
months.The unique Kyolic® aging process converts the oil-
soluble, harsh-smelling, sulfur-based  compounds in raw 
garlic into a range of water-soluble, odourless ones. 
These compounds are responsible  for the unique properties 
of Kyolic®, and are also the reason that the extract is gentle 
on sensitive stomachs   
Taken regularly, Nutra-Life Kyolic®  Aged Garlic 
Extract™ may assist in the maintenance of:

• Immunity
• Normal  blood pressure in healthy individuals
• Healthy  cholesterol levels in healthy individual

Kyolic® Aged Garlic Extract is formulated without Gluten, 
wheat, dairy products, egg, corn, artificial colours, artificial 
flavours, artificial sweeteners or preservatives.
*Always read the label. Use only as directed. 
If you want to know more about this product and take 
advantage of the awesome discounts from our catalogue, 
and be in to win a $100 Prezzy Card come and see us in 
store. At Oamaru Pharmacy the team is always ready to help 
with friendly and knowledgeable advice.

Buying or Selling?

Waitaki Girls' High School Gala

Waitaki Girls' High School is gearing up again for its 
biennial Gala to be held on 15th March in the school grounds 
between 4 – 7 pm.

With a huge range of food stalls on offer you are invited to 
come and enjoy your evening meal while listening to music 
and shopping for a wide range of items such as crafts, plants, 
produce, books and beauty balms. Try your luck at balloon 
darts or on the computerised shooting range, or on the 
interactive water slide.
As part of Waitaki Girls' commitment to being an enviro 
school it would be great if people could bring their own 
shopping bags and hopefully BYOC – (Bring your own 
cutlery).
There is also a 'scary car wash' operating. Wondering what a 
'scary carwash' is? Well come along and find out!
With activities for young and old, raffles and a garage sale, 
the proceeds will go towards replacing the school vans and 
upgrading of technology in the hall. See you there!



Macrocarpa Post & Rail
Fences and Gates

For the best fences in town

CALL NOW!
027 417 7397

Supply and Erect ● from Mill to Fence

HAVENWYCK PETS
2 Coquet Street  

Any Size NUTRO bag

Cat or Dog

Gets a FREE BAG of

Greenies Cat or Dog

Dental Treats

Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm, Thu 9am - 6:30pm, Sat/Sun 10-4pm.

Independent Rawleighs Distributor
Fiona Head, 283 Wooldridge Road

Harewood, Christchurch. 8051

Email: bandovar@orcon.net.nz
Phone: 022 086 7300 or 03 550 1544

For all your 

Rawleighs products
Now available to 

the Oamaru and 
surrounding areas

For catalogue/pricelist. 
Contact us. 

Water Bores
• Water bores 150mm to 600mm and up to 600m deep
• Water wells 600mm to 1.20m diameter to 25m deep
• Geotechnical drilling and exploration

Offal Holes
Soakage Holes
•900mm to 1.20m diameter

Piling
• For building bridges and retaining walls
• Frankie piles, 250 - 450mm diameter
• Bored piles, 450mm to 2.4m diameter
• Driven timber piles and poles
• Steel piles

Contact: SouthDrill 03 2111 567 or 027 2230 884 

manager@southdrill.co.nz

Cost $44 pension or community service, house calls available

Missing Wheelchairs
A number of wheelchairs have gone 
missing from Oamaru Hospital 
recently,  including a Bariatric 
wheelchair.
The Bariatric wheelchair is an extra 
wide wheelchair designed to 
transport people weighing over 120 kg. It was recently 
purchased and was the only one we had available. 
If you have one of the Oamaru Hospital wheelchairs or any 
other short term loan equipment please return ASAP as these 
are expensive to replace.
We appreciate your cooperation with this.



(03) 433 0145  -  24-30 Severn St 

 Panel & Paint 

 Approved Insurance & Private Work Welcome 

got a ding?

SEE

www.bpoamaru.co.nz     214 Thames St

Available 6am
Week DAYS!

 

ORDER
020 4132 6364

COFFEE - TXT your

Business Cards

100 $45
design included

cards
Oamaru Print and Copy Ltd

146 Thames St, Ph 03 434 9651

Waitaki District Council approves 

Oamaru Harbour Masterplan Project
At a full council meeting on 19 February, Councillors voted 
on the next stages of the Oamaru Harbour Masterplan 
project, following the framework set down in an 
Establishment Report.
Councillors were asked to approve one of three delivery 
options, with varying levels of engagement and detailed 
design. The delivery option they agreed on has an estimated 
cost of $150,000 and an expected delivery date of June 25.
Mayor Gary Kircher believes this represents good value for 
money for the people of Oamaru and the wider Waitaki 
District. “While we have high levels of ambition for this 
masterplan, we didn’t feel the need to completely reinvent 
the wheel; the option we have landed on strikes a good 
balance by ensuring we have a thorough and well-
evidenced plan.”
“This is another big step for Oamaru and marks a maturing 
of the work that has been underway at the Harbour for the 
past 15 years. It’s an exciting time and we know the 
community will be pleased to see we are undertaking a very 
good process.” The masterplan will be developed using the 
NZ Treasury Better Business Case framework which 
ensures a thorough process, and will be undertaken as one 
workstream taking into account a number of components 
including:
1. Land use and spatial plan
2. Transport, connectivity and accessibility
3. Heritage and environment
The Masterplan will deliver a spatial plan, indicating what 
should go where and how each element should interact with 
the others. This will deliver an easy to understand plan that 
will allow community buy in.
It will act as a guiding document for future changes and 
development – including a set of principles that help filter 
ideas and proposals to ensure Oamaru continues to have 
one of the best little harbours in the country.
Mayor Kircher said, “The team working on the masterplan 
have done a great job thus far. We have a very engaged 
community who care deeply for the Harbour, which is great 
to see. I know that I, along with many in the community 
will be looking forward to seeing how the Masterplan 
comes together over the coming months.”
The lead manager for the project, Deputy Chief Executive 
Neil Jorgensen, outlined the next steps in the process. “We 
will hold a number of workshops in early April involving 
the project team and the Harbour Area Committee which 
has been expanded to include a member each from the 
North Otago Yacht and Powerboat Club and Oamaru 
Whitestone Civic Trust along with two other stakeholder 
representatives, yet to be selected.”
”Once the draft Masterplan is ready, the public will be 
asked to provide feedback on it during consultation in late 
May/early June.”
The establishment report was prepared for Council by 
infrastructure consultancy firm Rationale Ltd.
following the successful Oamaru HarbOUR engagement 
process held at the end of last year. It details  the 
Masterplan process, governance structure, scope, 
components, estimated costs and timeline for completion.



6m 
 Split Pine  - $420

Free Delivery Oamaru 

Town Boundary and 

Farmers/Country.

Buy 10m @ $65pm

Free delivery 
within 1/2 hour 
of our yard.

Racecourse Firewood Ltd

027 966 3636

• Domestic electrician with over 20 years experience
• For all your household power & lighting requirements

• Supergold card member- Discounts apply

Contact Tane Rogers

Ph: 03 434 0394 - 027 590 6211

Email: tfrelectrical@xtra.co.nz 

www.tfrelectrical.co.nz

Specialising in personal and friendly service

Volunteer for Oamaru Fire Brigade
and St John Oamaru

Community Diary
& Classified 

Listings
146 Thames St 
or email us at

info@oamarutelegram.co.nz

 Community Diary                      
Wednesday 6th
Excels ior Petanque Club day,  1pm. 
All Welcome Ph. 437 2557 or 437 1590.
Afternoon Social Housie 1.30pm Darts Hall, 
Ribble Street. All welcome. Relaxed session 
using counters. Grey Power Ph 434 6249.

Thursday 7th
Friends & Neighbours welcome you at 
Orwell St Chapel, 10-11.30am, interesting & 
varied program. Ph. Valerie 437 0520.
The Happy Scoundrels inc. Over 55s Ten Pin 
Bowling Club, 1pm @ the Galleon Complex. Ph 
Garry 434 1463 or Mike 437 0224. 
North Otago Asthma Society Respiratory 
Exercise Class, 10am, St John Hall, Exe 
Street. Enquires Ph 437 2673.
Mainly Music - pre-schoolers/parents. 10am 
Oamaru Baptist, 14 Sandringham St. $3. 
mainlymusic.org.nz

Friday 8th
AA Meeting, Orwell St Chapel, 12 noon,   
Ph. 432 4191 or 437 2928.
Lower Waitaki Golf Club - Family Fun Night at 
6pm Coaching available from 5pm. If you haven’t 
played golf, there is not better time than now. 
Bring your kids & your mates. See you there.
Meadowbank Bowling Club, 14 Conway, 
friendly bowls, 2pm start. Bowlers & non 
bowlers welcome. ph. Mary 434 7196.
Newcomers Coffee Group 10.30am at the 
Opera House. Ph. Christine 027 242 8643.
Waitaki Travel Club; Monthly meeting, The 
Manor Estate at 10am.
Waitaki Travel Club monthly meeting, at the 
Manor Estate, at 10am. “Guest speaker Lindsay 
Walker, serving a need in Uganda”.

Saturday 9th
Cycling Waitaki; community rides from 
Enfield, 9:30, all riders, all abilities, 
welcome. Coffee to follow ph 021 121 4627 
or cycling waitaki.org.nz
Market: 9am-12, Garrison Band Hall, 
Severn St - Tools, Jewellery, Handmade 
Crafts, lots more - sites $5, txt/ph0272654822
The South Island Rose Ranfurly competition 
will be held at the Loan and Merc, Oamaru, and 
will be open to the public on Sat, 9th March from 
1pm - 4pm and Sun 10th March. From 9.30am - 
2pm Everybody most welcome to attend. 

Sunday 10th
AA Meeting,  Orwell St Chapel,  6pm,  
Ph. 437 2928 or 437 2337.
Excels ior Petanque Club day ,  1pm. 
All Welcome Ph. 437 2557 or 437 1590.

Reformed Church Oamaru, 4 Eden St, 
morning service at 10:30am, followed by 
Sunday School; evening service at 5pm.
St Paul’s Church, Coquet St, service and 
kids club. All welcome, 10am. 

Tuesday 12th
AA Meeting, Orwell St Chapel, 7.30pm,    
Ph. 432 4191 or 437 2337.
Alzheimers Society carers meeting, Iona 
Home, 549 Thames Hwy 1:30-3pm. All 
welcome. Please note change of venue.
Age Concern Gentle Exercise Programme, 
Orwell St Church Hall, Tuesdays 1.30 - 3pm, 
$3 per person. Ph. 434 7008.
Free JP Clinic for certifying documents, 
affidavits, and declarations. 11-1pm in the 
WINZ building.
U3A Waitaki,  talks, discussions for 
enquiring minds, 2-4pm. St Johns Hall 
Lounge. Ph. Linda 434 6613.
 AGM                                                                                    
Oamaru Victorian Heritage Celebrations 
Committee AGM, Tuesday, March 19th, 
Scottish Hall, 10 Tyne St, Oamaru. Contact 
Diane Lee- OVHC Chairperson, 03 434 6149 
OVHCommittee@gmail.com
 Classes & Workshops                          
Aromatherapy Essential Oils Workshop: 
39A Nen Street 10am-6pm. Ph 0278145192

                          Classifieds
 For sale                                             
Paddy’s Pea Straw taking orders now, 
available in March free delivery in town 
boundary Ph 0276324264
  Services                                           
Carpet/Vinyl layer specialising in second hand 
carpet  & repairs  (No job too small) . 
Dion 0223924852.
Carpet & vinyl Layer  -  Jack Brown 
Ph A/H 4371980
Smash Palace, for rental cars/vans/bikes, car 
parts and shuttle service. Ph. 433 1444
Temporary & Holiday Accommodation, 
1 min walk to town, great views, enquiries - 
Ph 0211592348.

OAMARU 
HERITAGE RADIO
Yes We Are Still Here

6 Itchen Street Oamaru
Phone 434 0362   

email  ohr@xtra.co.nz
Listen 24 hours per day on 88.3 

FM or 107 also listen On   
www.ohr.nz
Office hours 

Mon   1pm   -   4pm
Tues   9am   -   4pm
Wed.  9am   -   3pm
Thur. 12noon - 4pm
Fri.     1pm   -  4pm
Sat.     9am   -   5pm

Sun.    9am   -  12noon.
Wireless like it used to be 

The music you grew up with.
C Fraser

03 434 9651

Want to put your 

business on briAn fm

http://www.ohr.nz


I’m lookin for 
the right part. Parts Department

Our Team can 
find any part
Just ask us!

(03) 433 0146 - 24-30 Severn St

Get Listed
Handy phone listings

Contact the Team
on 03 4349651
or email us at

info@oamarutelegram.co.nz

Automotive Mechanic
4Chris Birchall.....................022 1050 209
..Qualified mechanical & electrical engineer

Budget Services
4N.O. Budget Advice Service..... 4346196
.......100 Thames St, Oamaru...027 365 2959

Bricklaying 
4Doran Brick ‘n’ Block  ......027 516 5675
.........................................................437 0415

Building & Construction 
4We Decorate Concrete       027 436 9209
.............ugly & manky into Slick and Swanky
4David Ovens Building Contractor Ltd 

.......................Licensed B/P.........027 481 9424
4Handyman Al’s Maintenance &  
 Repairs, qualified joiner.....027 221 1069
4Wayne Nuttall Builders........... 437 2513
.................................................027 434 3409

Chiropractor 
4Ron Sim Chiropractor...............434 8784    

.........................................23 Eden St, Oamaru

Cleaning 
4A1 Spic n' Span.........................434 5534
Almost ALL Cleaning .................027 737 8423
4AJ Cleaning Available........ 027 775 1485
Including ovens

4Oamaru Chimney Sweep.........434 8025
................................................027 436 1315

Contracting
4Lifestyle Block Contracting..0276324264 
Conventional baling of hay, hedge cutting & topping.

4Simon Butler Contracting...0212036363 
Conventional bailing, mowing and raking..

Counselling    

4Barbara Liffiton ..............0211 807 366
......................................NZ RCpN, Grad Dip GT, Prov NZAC

4Kaye Mattingley .....................434 1188 
......................DipGrad Otago NZRSW. MANZASW 

Dressmakers
4Alterations, repairs & sewing..434 7793
.................................................027 284 9994
4Robinson Gray ..................021 173 6161
.....................Tailored clothing & alteration

DVD and CD
4Oamaru Public Library...........433 0850
......cleaning service (resurface), $5 per disc

Electricians & Appliances
4Glenn Taylor Electrical ...........434 7282
.................................................027 522 1012
4Robert Jones - Electrician. 027 445 0523
........................................................434 0994 
4Whitestone Appliances.............434 6810
Repairs......................................021 366 446 

Entertainment
4Sylviane’s Karaoke ....... ...027 737 8360
all occasions -  bookings  sylgal@msn.com

Funeral Directors
4Walls Funeral Services.............434 8266
.................................................49 Humber St

Gardening & lawns
4Crew Cut large lawns & rural mowing
Paul Houlaham.........................021 331 261
4Jim’s  Mowing Oamaru......03 437 1892
.........................Mark deBuyzer 0273187413  

Homeopathy
4Riane de Koster RCHom.... 03 434 2579

Insulation    
4Dunbars Insulation ...........027 789 8788 
.......................................local and affordable

Interior Design    
4Tracey Vickers Design ..... 027 420 215
upholstery, restoration ............03 439 5370

Joinery
4Rycole Joinery Custom designed kitchens
...........................434 5012.......027 276 2866

Hay Bales
4Fresh cut meadow hay for sale $6 a bale
................................Call John 027 439 6475

Mobile Travel Broker
4Jannine Hore ...........................439 4230 

The Travel Brokers - member of Helloworld 
4Lynne Sinclair, NZ Travel Brokers.......
Cruising/Holiday Packages...........432 4172

Painters & Decorators
40800 Mr Painter ................0800 677 246          
.................................................027 437 4367
4Matt Geare available now. 027470 3780

Pets
4Suds & Paws for dog grooming  4345957
4Puppy Love Grooming......021 101 7858

Podiatrist
4Simply Feet Podiatry...............437 9025
.................316 Thames Hwy, open Mon-Fri

Print
4Oamaru Print and Copy Ltd.......434 9651
......................146 Thames St, open Mon-Fr 
Plumbers
4Foley Plumbers Oamaru..........434 2330 
..........Tom Palmer...................0800 303 530 

Tiling
4Lakeland Tiling.......Shane..027 312 2017   
....Kitchens & Bathrooms - No job too small 

Transportation & Rental 
Vehicles
4Driving Miss Daisy .....................434 8421
....Appointments, Dunedin & Timaru Hospital, Shopping

4Oamaru Private Shuttle ....0212 668 212
 ...............Door to door, Airport and Out of town service

4Oamaru Tours, Airport/Hospital 
transfers (Merv Aitcheson) ..........434 9506
4Oamaru - Dunedin/Hospital Shuttle........  
Door to door service.............................434 7744
4Smash Palace................................433 1444
.............Cars, Vans, Bicycle Hire & Shuttle Service

Window Tinting
4Tint a Window....................0800 368 468
UV fade, heat, glare & privacy..tintawindow.co.nz



Glenavy Women's Institute – 
February Meeting
 17 Members of Glenavy Institute and husbands/partners 
met to pool transport to visit Oceania Dairy Factory for  their 
February meeting.  We were greeted by Jamie O'Conner and 
Tracy who gave out Hi Vis vests for everyone. All have to 
wear them and they are colour coded – orange for visitors 
and casual workers, and yellow for permanent workers.  This 
means that in an emergency you know who is in charge. 
Shoes were also inspected as they needed to be closed in for 
health and safety reasons.
 The factory employs 280 people – 40% from Oamaru, 
30% from Timaru and 22% from the local Waimate area.  
There are a lot of Chinese people in the Administration 
department and they work there for about 3 years before 
having to move on.  They are then replaced with another 
new group from China.
 The factory mainly produces milk powder with baby 
milk powder being the main product, UHT milk in cartons 
and AMF which is a by- product.  Most of the products 
manufactured at the factory go in containers to Oamaru and 
then on the train to the Dunedin port.  98% of the products 
goes to China, except for AMF (butter fat) which can go 
anywhere in the world.
 The winter months see the factory mainly closed for 
maintenance, but they now keep a line open for winter milk 
which will make the UHT milk.
 The factory itself owns no trucks – they are all 
contracted out to Hilton Haulage.
 The factory is divided into blocks – administration, lab, 
maintenance and a steering block. The steering block is 
where the computers are that keep a check on everything in 
and outside the factory – from water bores, pivots in 
paddocks, heating boilers, milk arriving, packing and storage 
sheds, security cameras etc
 We could see the baby milk powder going into the cans 
and packed and stored on the pallets. Robots were used for 
packing tins in boxes and boxes stacked on pallets.
 The factory  is audited every fortnight for the hygiene of 
the place. The place was absolutely spotless and you could 
have eaten your dinner off the floor !!!!No doors are left 
open and people who work in an area can only access that 
area.  Both hygiene and security was very high tech. Work at 
the factory is 24 hours a day, 365 days per year. The roster is 
4 days on, 4 days off.  When the factory was first 
commissioned they employed 70 staff and there was a 
feeling of family.  Now though, with working only in your 
particular area there are many people you don't get to see or 
to know.

 Following the tour it was back to Glenavy where a 
shared lunch was set out with the usual great array.  Not so 
much of where to start ……. But where do I stop !!  It was 
then on with the meeting with The Aspirations being 
repeated. 
 The motto was “Everybody should have a belief and I 
believe I should be laying on a beach with a cocktail in my 
hand”.  The Roll Call was oldest cook book and sadly a lot 
of people had forgotten to bring theirs.  Heather Holamby's 
book was a 1956 one and Hermien van't Klooster had one 
dated 1957.
 Birthday sprays went to Bev Inch, Vicki Weller and 
Frances MacPherson.
 All who had been up to the factory were impressed with 
what they'd seen and would recommend it to others.  There 
had been a lot of walking and Vicki's fitbit told her she'd 
taken over 3000 steps so as well as being informed, seemed 
to be good exercise too.

Hash brown and spaghetti / baked 
bean bake

Hash browns, Spaghetti or baked beans, Eggs, 
Bacon - finely chopped, Onion - finely sliced
Edam cheese - grated, Chives, Parsley - finely chopped

Place hash browns in the base of a deep baking dish, 
layer spaghetti or baked beans on top and even out. 
Beat eggs together and pour over the top of the 
spaghetti or baked beans. Sprinkle bacon and onions 
on top of the eggs followed by the chives and parsley, 
sprinkle over the cheese. Bake at 200 degrees celsius 
until egg is set and cheese has melted and is golden, 
approx 45mins. Serve with coleslaw or lettuce salad.
Helen Mikkelsen


